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A haiku is a type of Japanese poem that describes nature. While it doesn’t rhyme, it has a specifi c 
form. Each haiku has three lines and is made up of 17 syllables. The fi rst line has fi ve syllables, the 
second has seven and the third has fi ve. 

Here is an example of a haiku:
Snow falls on the street.
Everything is pure and hushed.
Beautiful winter.

Now try writing a haiku by fi lling in the blanks. Remember to count the syllables and put the 
number in the little blank on the right.

Storms sound like a ____________________.  _____

The wind rushes past the _________________.  _____

The night is _________________.  _____

Now, write your own haiku from the beginning. Pick something in nature and describe it, using the 
haiku form. Put the number of syllables in the little blank on the right.

 _____________________________________________________  ____

 _____________________________________________________  ____

 _____________________________________________________  ____

Examples of a correct answer

              train        5

                trees        7

    so loud.         5

 


